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work of the so-called kingdom of Hejaz as well as of
other parts of Arabia. Twice the Wahabi forces have
sacked Mecca and Al Madina. la northern Africa, the
Senussi sect, with its main stronghold in the oasis of
Kufra in the Sahara desert, is a powerful force. This
chapter, however, deals mainly with the Arabs of Western
Asia.
Temperamentally, the Arab and the Turk have wholly
unlike habits, customs, ideals and environment.   An in-
teresting comparison based upon a personal experience
has been made by the late Sir Mark Sykes, who pos-
sessed a rare knowledge of both races :—"For once I had
the opportunity of observing a perfect demonstration of
the fact that the Turks are a ruling race, and in what
their superiority lies.   "While the Arabs with me—al-
though as faithful, hard-working men as one could wish
—raved, shrieked, cursed, and flew into childish passions,
were ready to give up in despair, and always required
leading, the Turks were stolid, dogged, and businesslike.
If one fell head over ears with his horse on the top of
him, he would only grin and pass the word to the others
that there was a drift to be avoided.    They trudged
steadily, never gave signs of fatigue, always used their
judgment, gave orders to one another quietly, and never
once lost their tempers.   They reminded me of English
soldiers who mean to accomplish a long march and have
set their teeth. ... A Turk will understand an English-
man's character much sooner than he will an Arab's;
the latter is so subtle in his reasoning, so quick-witted,
so argumentative and so great a master of language that
he leaves the stolid Osmanli amazed and dazed, compre-
hending nothing/'
The Arabs, a generic term of confused application at
best, are incapable by themselves of forming a vast
united kingdom. Most of them are too intensely tribal.
There is a marked hostility between the urban and rural

